johnsonburg

1"#$
%#&™

It is clear that Camp Johnsonburg has had a profound influence on young people over the
past half century. We often receive letters, emails and phone calls with wonderful stories
about the past. As we continue celebrating 50 years of camping ministry, we would like to
share an email that came in earlier this year.

“Just received the Reunion brochure and it really
brought back memories! My very first camp experience
was at Johnsonburg and | believe it was the year it 7
opened. My mother was a counselor that same week.
As | remember, a Rev. Cole was the director. Do your
P % records extend back that far? Just curious.

” m = #$ My two sons also had their first camp experiences at
Johnsonburg as well, and the younger, Adam, met his
wife Sarah, there when they both worked in the kitchen

at the age of sixteen. Later on, Adam also served for a
couple of years as the year-round maintenance staff, working closely with Kurt and Lorelei.
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&' In the summer of 1992, | was in seminary at Princeton and | became the first full-time sum-
mer chaplain at camp. It seems as if | had come full circle, returning to the place where | had
experienced Christian Community—Koinonia—for the very first time. My call to ministry actu-

* ! / ally came after my second experience at Johnsonburg, although | didn’t recognize it as my
. “call” until 25 years later.
+ 0 What a wonderful legacy for Johnsonburg. May its ministry over the next 50+ years con-
tinue to impact and raise up another generation of followers and servants of our Lord, Jesus
1 # 2 Christ!”

1. Who owned the Camp Johnsonburg property before the Presbyterians?
a. Rutgers School of Environmental and Biological Sciences
b. Space Farms
c. New Jersey Department of Agriculture
d. Stevens Institute of Technology

" Historical fun Facts:
#$

Throughout this newsletter
% & #$ ! you Wi||. find sevgral multi-
ple choice questions about
n ( )) the early years of Camp

Johnsonburg. Check them
*0/p out and see how much you
remember. The answers

will be on page 11. Good
+ ,&%, ,'+)-)) luck.




This year just over 1300 campers helped us celebrate our 50" anniversary summer. While
§ this number was down a bit from last year, by all accounts it was a great summer for those who
i \were here (maybe it was the free 50" anniversary t-shirt we gave to all campers!). We heard lots
of positive comments from campers and parents, mainly regarding our staff, leadership-training
' program (LTP), and curriculum.

Always a huge strength, our staff did another amazing job for us. In addition to many folks
who have grown up in our program (about 75% of our summer staff are previous Johnsonburg
campers), we had some new faces that added fresh ideas and insights. We also continued our
practice of hiring several international staff, this summer having folks from England, Northern
Ireland, South Africa, New Zealand, Russia, Hungary, Belarus, and Poland on board. This gave
campers and staff the opportunity to learn about different cultures.

In addition to the great staff, another real highlight for us this summer was our Leadership
Training Program. Thirty-nine high school students participated in one of three three-week ses-
sions, where they learned things like age group characteristics, communication skills, conflict
resolution, diversity awareness, and behavior management before being placed with experienced
counselors to work directly with a group of campers. While always a bright spot, this summer the
LT groups were amazing, with a collective focus on learning and caring for kids, even on their
personal time! After working with these outstanding teens, we're confident that our staff will be in
good shape for several summers to come!

The final highlight of the summer to be mentioned is the curriculum. Our theme this summer
was “Following Love — Stories of God with Us,” and it used scripture, discussions, songs, and
other activities to look at our personal stories of God in our lives and God'’s love for us. Led by
our summer chaplain, and many guest chaplains, the curriculum, through Bible studies and wor-
ship opportunities, gave campers the opportunity to express their thoughts and feelings, ask
guestions, and grow in their faith.

We want to thank the campers and staff for a great summer and we’d also like to thank the
= parents for the trust you place in us!

This past spring we shared with you the exciting news that we had begun the renovations to

Taylor Lodge, starting with the south wing. Initially we planned on completing both wings before
+ the start of the summer camping season, however, our best laid plans did not come to fruition. A
later start date than anticipated coupled with a few structural problems as the result of termite
damage held us to completion of only the south wing of the building. As promised, the difference
between the newly completed wing and the old section of the building is like night and day. As
you can see by the pictures the new wing provides living space that is bright, comfortable, pri-
vate, and clean. Our health care staff, who occupied the new wing this summer, can attest to the
level of comfort that the new wing provides. We are thrilled with the outcome and send our
thanks to everyone involved in the project.

As of this writing, the north wing has been started with a December finish date slated. As
mentioned in the spring, the center section, including new meeting space, kitchen, laundry facili-
ties, and a small apartment for use by summer nurses or a year round intern, will have to wait
until we receive additional funds in the amount of approximately $100,000.

| We love showing off our new facilities so, if you visit camp, please ask for a tour.
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Thanks to the many 2009 summer staff members who volunteered time

this summer!

2. Which building on the property was built from pieces of a former camp structure?
a. The maintenance shop c. Cedar Meadow Lodge

b. The camp office d. Lower Village bath house

In addition, there were several churches who had members give their time, treasures and talents for

Camp Johnsonburg in 2009.

Fair Lawn, Warren Point Presbyterian Church
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Flanders, United Presbyterian Church and their Church Praise Band

Hamilton Square, First Presbyterian Church and their 98.4 Contemporary and Bluegrass Bands

Mendham, First Presbyterian Church

Montclair, Central Presbyterian Church

Phillipsburg, Pilgrim Presbyterian Church
Rockport Presbyterian Church, White Cross Band

Stewartsville Presbyterian Church

Yardville United Presbyterian Church, Saving Grace Band
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We sometimes take for granted
In the rush of all we do,
And forget to say a special thanks
To volunteers like you!

So we send this note to tell you
How much all you do means,
Your gifts of time and of yourself
Are special ones indeed.

Mark Duncan
Colleen Earp
Randi Eckel
Kenny Edler

Alan Eitner

Brian Elflein
Chatrlie Elflein
Susan Elflein
Matt Enhoffer
Mark Erickson
Ray Erickson
Emma Faber
Stephanie Farley
Catherine Foley
James Foley
Leslie Foltz-Morrison
Hannah Ford
Jenna Ford

John Ford

Penny Ford
David Gaitonde
Elliott Gaitonde
Heather Gaitonde
Isaac Gaitonde
David Galofaro
Kristen Gebel
Lori Geisinger
Anna Gelson
Rich Gelson
Robbie Gerdes
Dick Gibbins
John Gillette
Brendan Gilsenan
Kelly Gilsenan
Kathleen Gooley
Anne Gordon
Ken Gordon
Lauren Greenwald
Nancy Lammers Gross
Jeff Guidi

Bobbie Haebler
Doris Haring
Drew Harrison

%

David Harvey
John Hellriegel
Nancy Hellriegel
Melissa Hendry
Tricia Hetzel
Calleigh Higgins
Sharon Holmsborg
Margaret Hriczak
Chris Hudson
Caroline Jacobus
Robert Jacobus
Debra Janklow
Al Johnson
Michael Jordan
Taylor Jordan
David Joseph
Noah Joseph
Laurie Jung
Sherry Karasik
Brian Karlsson
Julie Karlsson
Beth Keat

Mike Keat

Dan Kiessling

Jill Kitsko

Laura Kroon
James Lambert
Andy Leedom
Jim Leedom
Matt Leedom
Amy Lincoln
Peter Lindner
Allie Linkevich
Joey Loreti

Drew Lovering
Brandon Loyle
Garrett Loyle
Diane Lundy
Janet Macgregor-Williams
Dziugas Marciulaitis
Mary Marcus
Alex Martinez
Dave Matthews
Arlene McCann
Debbie McGuinness
Kay McLean

Ivo Meilands
Pam Meilands
Patty Meilands
Kathy Meyer
Cathy Miller
John Nasir

Dave Newkirk
Emma Newkirk
Olivia Newkirk

, ) + 3 4

The second annual Johnsonburg Day was held on October 10, 2009. It started off cool and overcast but it was very
clear from the start that there was warmth in each attendee’s heart. About 250 people made the trek out to camp to
celebrate another event in our 50th anniversary calendar and to re-unite with old and new friends. A highlight for this
year’s event were 5 praise and worship bands. Throughout the day, we were serenaded with wonderful uplifting music.
All of our bands represented churches of the Presbyterian Church USA in New Jersey and each offered their own unique
style.

Of course, we had some great food from our “All you can eat buffet”, our fast food booth and the fried dough booth.
Again this year, many people donated bakery products for our bake table. Lots of items made their way home with par-
ticipants and many went directly to the tummy.

Once again, we played fun and exciting group games enjoyed by people of all ages and abilities. The egg toss and
the chocolate pie eating contest were hits while entertaining the on-lookers. Many tried their skills at the putting contest
and there were lots of wild guesses for the M&M jar.

The silent auction offered some great items to bid on and people went home with some cool stuff..

We want to thank the fifty plus volunteers who helped make the 2009 version of Johnsonburg Day a success. They
were willing to work hard and give their all for this great event and we appreciate their efforts.

We would like to acknowledge the winners of our activities:

Super Church: (100 members plus category) FPC Merchantville ($500 scholarship)
Super Church: (99 members or less category) FPC Blairstown ($300 scholarship)
Putting Contest: Peter Lanigan ($250 scholarship)

Youth Pie eating contest: Christopher Lanigan ($250 scholarship)

Adult Pie eating contest: Pam Meilands ($250 scholarship)

Egg Toss: Chris McHugh & Deb Stec  ($200 scholarship each)

Our heartfelt thanks----

In September we bid farewell to Joshua Ringle, Johnsonburg’s Maintenance Super-
visor for almost ten years. Due to budget-related staffing changes, Joshua’s position
was cut from the year-round staff this fall.

Joshua first came to Johnsonburg serving as a volunteer with the Metuchen youth
groups. In the time that he has been here as a full-time staff member, he launched
and organized the camp’s annual Spruce-Up Johnsonburg Day, established a huge volunteer base to help
with a variety of maintenance projects, and was closely involved with the tent cabin project, the cross project,
and the plans for Taylor Lodge renovation. Joshua, and the gifts he brought to this ministry, will be missed by
the board, the staff, and the countless guests whose lives he touched. With a deep sense of gratitude for his
service, we wish Joshua many blessings as he seeks God'’s new path for his life.
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Dear Johnsonburg Supporters,

As the year draws to a close the Board of Trustees would like to thank you for your continued support of this great
mission, Camp Johnsonburg. As with any organization in these tough financial times, we have faced and continue to
face challenges. It is only with your continued support that we are able to succeed and thrive. Our success is not al-
ways measured in dollars and cents but with each child that comes to this remarkable place and leaves with great
memories and a renewed faith in God.

Johnsonburg has been celebrating its 50" year since May and will continue to do so through the spring of 2010. The
board is currently working on plans for the longevity of this mission for the next 50 years. The word “change” is going to
be pivotal in the years to come as we continue to adapt to the world around us, without losing who and what we are.
The board is looking at many options for the future and we could use your help. While we will continue to accept your
financial and volunteer help, we are looking for people to donate their time and talents in specific ways to the board.

Did you know...
That you do not need to be on the Board of Trustees to be on one of the board committees?

That the board has committees that deal with Finance and Property, Development, Program, Spiritual Sanctuary and
Personnel?

That the board could use your help if you have time to donate and are interested in the future of Johnsonburg?

That we are especially looking for people with talents in Marketing, Advertising, Public Relations, Human Resources,
Grant Writing, and Real Estate?

If you or someone you know is interested in helping Johnsonburg in this way, please contact Mike Socia at the camp
office. This is an important time in the life of Camp Johnsonburg and you can be a part of it! Please prayerfully con-
sider this call to action and help us map the future path of your camp, Camp Johnsonburg.

Peace be with you,

Shawn Cabhill

President, Board of Trustees
Camp Johnsonburg

3. Camp Johnsonburg’s 1% full time Executive Director was:
a. Rich Gelson c. Colonel Sanders
b. Julian Taylor d. “Hoff” Enhoffer

Camp Johnsonburg has need for many items. Perhaps you can donate or know someone who can donate

some of these items. This is a partial listing of some of our needs. To view the entire list, please refer to our
website at www.campjburg.org.

Dining Hall & Kitchen Needs:

3 Commercial Blender
3 Commercial Convection Oven
3 Commercial Steamer

Lodges:

3 20 “Lifetime” metal/plastic folding chairs * 25 65 *

3 New Carpeting

3 Twin Box Spring & Mattresses for A,B,C Lodges (in good condition)
3 Vacuum Cleaners

Office:

3 New Carpeting

Summer Camp:

3 12 Quart Galvanized Fire Buckets

3 Climbing Helmets & Harnesses

-+
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3 Heavy Duty Metal Grills for Campfire Cooking

4 0%9%25555 6 7
3 Shovels & Garden Rakes

: & ',
Vehicles:
3 Golf Cart )
8 2958 * o,
3 Late Model half ton Pickup
< 4 $9#55 : 7
3 5-7 Passenger Vehicle (road worthy) <4 95 v
Tools: *'9&555 . 4, "=#
Plumbing Tools (crescent wrenches, tubing cutters, etc) < "9'5555 . 4, "=#

Electrical Tools (insulated screwdrivers, voltage testers, etc) *$

Slide Compound saw < 4 255555 55 + 7
Sawzall < 4 9% 5555555 8 , >
Belt Sander (3" X 217) *US555 4
Heat Gun < 555555555555

< &9155555555 * 7

Heavy Duty (10 or 12 Gauge) extension cords
"O$555555 " ?$ @ , 7

W W W W w w w w

Push Brooms & Corn Brooms



The 50™ anniversary celebrations began with the Alumni Weekend, May 22-25, 2009. People began arriving on
Friday afternoon and continued to arrive and leave all weekend through Monday! Except for some rain showers, which
moved the Saturday BBQ inside, (only to eat), it was a beautiful weekend.

Alumni were here from the early 60’s right through staff from this summer. It was great to see everyone together
sharing stories of their Johnsonburg experiences. There were about 300 alumni and families here throughout the week-
end and most of the lodge rooms, cabins and tent cabins were used. There were also a number of people who brought
their own tents and trailers.

The “Giving Tree” was dedicated on Saturday night and donations for 13 leaves have already been received.
More fundraising continued throughout the evening. Harry Zweckbronner and Dave Galofaro had their heads shaved by
people who had donated money to carry out this exciting task!

Various programs, most of which were run by the alumni, were held all weekend. An old camp movie that had
been restored to DVD format was shown, a “Turtle Talk” was given by Kurt Buhlmann and Tracey Tuberville, a talk about
the lake was shared by J. Mark Erickson and a wonderful sermon was given by Kurt Oelschlager at the Sunday morning
service in the Worship Center.

A wonderful time was had by everyone who attended the weekend and it was a great kick-off to our 50" Anniver-
sary activities!

The next event was J'Jam, which was held on Sunday, June 14", 2009 in the gym. During the three hour event,
there were seven alumni who participated. Mark Duncan was our emcee and the headliners were: Doug Norrie, Justin
Starling, Alex Martinez, Arlene McCann, Skip Yingling, Noah Joseph and Rich Gelson. Nate Zerbe set up and ran the
staging and sound system and the committee did a wonderful job of making this a great show!

The audience of 140 plus enjoyed the concert along with our Special Needs Vacation Campers. Snacks and
beverages were sold along with J-Jam T-shirts designed by another alumnus, Robert Yoshioka. A total of $1100 was
also made.

During the summer camp season campers learned about 50 years of service at Camp Johnsonburg and each
camper went home with a special 50" anniversary T-shirt!

The Golf Tournament was held on a beautiful Sunday afternoon, September 13, 2009. Sixty-two golfers enjoyed
a great day of golf at Mine Brook Golf Club in Hackettstown followed by a delicious buffet. Kay Britton, the committee
chair did a wonderful job heading up this year's event and this fundraiser raised over $6000. Thanks to everyone for
participating in this year’s tournament!

The final event for this fall was the 2™ annual “Johnsonburg Day.” (See related article.) It has been a wonderful
beginning to our celebration and we wish to thank everyone who has attended thus far.

As we look toward the events coming up in the spring, we encourage everyone who can, to come and participate
in the final 50th Anniversary offerings, our Fundraising Banquet on March 20, 2010 and the 2010 Alumni Reunion on
May 28"-31%. We'll look forward to seeing you!
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Former camper and staff member Amy Updike graduated from Purdue University in 2007 and was commissioned as a 2™

Lieutenant in the Army Nurse Corps. After being stationed at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, DC, she
was promoted to 1% Lieutenant. She is currently serving with the 47" Combat Support Hospital in Iraq.

To be in touch with Amy, email her at amy.updike@us.army.mil or write to her at: 1 Lt. Amy M. Updike, 47" CSH, COB
Speicher, APO AE 09393.

Former staff member David Gaitonde is currently serving in Afghanistan. To be in touch with David, email him at
david.gaitonde@us.army.mil, or write to him at: Major David Gaitonde, HHT 1-40th CAV, 4th BCT 25th ID, TF Denali,

FOB Gardrz, APO AE09354

On Sunday, June 14™ Johnsonburg hosted the first annual J-Jam---an afternoon of music provided by several of our
musically gifted alumni. Mark Duncan acted as emcee for the event which offered music by former staff members Doug
Norrie, Justin Starling, Alex Martinez, Arlene McCan  n, Skip Yingling, and Rich Gelson and current staff member,
Noah Joseph . We are grateful to all those who shared their gifts and to the many J'burg supporters who were a part of this
special day. We look forward to the next J-Jam!

)

Sheila and Ben Alexander were married on March 28, 2009 in Cape May. The couple resides in Plainsboro. Ben's sister,
Sara Alexander Munoz , lives with her husband, Johnny, in Neversink, NY. Their mom and dad, Stu and Valerie Pateman
Alexander , met at Johnsonburg and worked here in the late 70s and early 80s before beginning their life at Frost Valley
YMCA Camp in New York. The Alexander's all remain active volunteers at Johnsonburg.

Peter Lindner and Meredith Schanck met at Johnsonburg and were married on June 20, 2009. Peter and Meredith live in
Red Bank.

Amanda Martin and Justin Starling  met at Johnsonburg 14 years ago when they were 14 year old campers. They were
CITs and counselors together, and this summer they were married on July 4, 2009 in Vernon.

Adam Blackwell and Liz Rutherford were married on July 5, 2009 at Plymouth Reservoir in Norwich, NY. The couple lives
in Havre De Grace, MD.

Alex Martinez and Michelle Vazquez celebrated their wedding day on July 11, 2009 in Puerto Rico. Alex and Michelle live
in Jersey City.

Cynthia Betz and Russell Bogoly, Jr., were married on July 18, 2009 at Hilltop Church in Mendham. Cynthia is the pastor of
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Phillipsburg. Russ and Cynthia live in Alpha and both serve their community as EMTs.

Becky O’Neil and Paul Tkacs were married on August 8, 2009 at the Bethlehem Presbyterian in Pittstown. Becky teaches
second grade, and Paul teaches high school history.

Ellen Karlsson and Joshua Ringle  were married on September 6, 2009 in the New Chapel at camp and held their wedding
reception in the Dining Hall. The Rev. Frank Benson officiated at the wedding. Ellen, Joshua, Brian and Julie are living in
Johnsonburg.

Fiona Griffin and Nick Gray met while working together on staff at Johnsonburg and were married on September 12, 2009.
They live in Burlington, VT.

$ */ *$
Rochelle and John Fordyce announce the birth of their daughter, Sophia Fordyce, born on August 20, 2009. She joins
big brother, Dominic.

Mandy and Mike Nagyhetenyi welcomed a daughter, Lyla Joy Nagyhetenyi, on September 16, 2009. The family lives in
Powell, OH.
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December 345

Each of us is unique, created by God with special gifts that make us who we are. However, all too often we
waste time wishing we were more like someone else or had the talents and skills of others. Come join us the
weekend of December 4-6, 2009, as Camp Johnsonburg hosts a junior high retreat on Gifts of the Spirit. Led
by Peter Allen, a Princeton Seminary graduate, this retreat will give participants the opportunity to identify
their special gifts and, perhaps more importantly, we’ll also try to help the youth learn to appreciate those
gifts. The retreat will be comprised of large group “keynote” talks, small group discussion time, free time,
camp activities, music, fun, food, and fellowship. To register, contact us at program@ campjburg.orgr call the
camp office at 908-852-2349.

4. The actual name of the body of water at Camp Johnsonburg is:
a. Glovers Pond c. Crescent Pond

b. Lake Johnsonburg d. Indian Hollow Pond




